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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claims 1 and 6 recite a method for transmitting data 
packets in the preamble; however no active verb has been used to 
describe the step(s) of the transmitting data packets; therefore 
it is not clearly understood what step(s) of transmitting data 
packets are being claimed. Claims 2-5 and 7-12 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph because they depend from 
rejected claims 1 and 6. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-5 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Katsube et al . (5,930,259) in view of 
Noven (5, 884, 297) . 

Regarding claims 1-5 and 13-14: 

Katsube et al ♦ disclose a network element (NE) comprising 
an interface (IN) by way of which the network element receives 
data packets with a target address, a memory (MEM) in which an 
address table (TAB) is stored, which table has entries regarding 
logical virtual connections between network elements of the 
synchronous digital data transmission network (SDH) , means 
(IPADR) for evaluating the target address of data packets, and 
means (SEL) for making a decision on the basis of the target 
address and the address table as to which one of the virtual 
connections is used to transmit a data packet (see col. 3 lines 
16-25 which recite the packet transmission node device, the 
routing table for storing virtual connection identifiers, and 
means for transferring the packet to output virtual connections 
determined by referring to the routing table according to the 
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destination address of the packet; whereby the virtual 
connection is selected based on the qualities of service 
corresponding to the packet clearly anticipate the means for 
evaluating the target address of data packets, and means for 
making a decision on the basis of the target address and the 
address table as to which one of the virtual connections is used 
to transmit the data packet as in claims 1 and 13) . 
Regarding claims 2-3: 

Katsube et al . disclose the data packets come from a local 
area network LAN; in which the data packets are structured in 
accordance with the Internet Protocol (see col. 6 lines 51-56 
which recite the local area network LAN connected to the packet 
reception unit and the packet being IP packet as in claims 2 and 
3, respectively). 
Regarding claims 4-5: 

Katsube et al . disclose the target address being comprised 
of a network address and a host address and only the network 
address is evaluated in the intermediate network elements (see 
col. 1 lines 10-15 and lines 58-67 which recite transmitting and 
receiving packets by node device connected to a virtual 
connection oriented network and the abstract which recite packet 
destination addresses being stored in the routing table clearly 
reads on network address being evaluated in the network elements 
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as in claim 4) ; and in which an a respective address table is 
stored in each network element and is prepared by a central 
network management system (see col- 12 lines 55-57 which recite 
the virtual connection being realized by the management 
procedure as in claim 5) . 

For claims 1-5, and 13-14, Katsube et al. disclose all the 
subject matter of the claimed invention with the exception of a 
synchronous digital data transmission network (SDH) as defined 
by the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) as in claims 
1, 13 and wherein the network element is a multiplexer or 
concentrator as in claim 14 . 

Noven from the same or similar fields of endeavor teach 
that it is known to provide a synchronous digital data 
transmission network (SDH) as defined by the International 
Telecommunications Union (ITU) (see col. 9 lines 24-45 which 
recite the synchronous digital hierarchy SDH network defined by 
the International Telecommunications Union ITU as in claims 1, 

13) and wherein the network element is a multiplexer or 
concentrator (see col- 11 lines 14-43 which recite the use 
tables in the multiplexers along the virtual paths as in claim 

14) . Thus, it would have been obvious to the person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide a synchronous digital data transmission network (SDH) as 
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defined by the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) and 
whereby the network element is a multiplexer or concentrator as 
taught by Noven in the method and network element for 
transmitting data packets of Katsube et al . The synchronous 
digital data transmission network (SDH) as defined by the 
International Telecommunications Union (ITU) whereby the network 
element is a multiplexer or concentrator can be implemented by 
providing the SDH network as defined by ITU and providing the 
multiplexer in the node device of Katsube et al . The motivation 
for using a synchronous digital data transmission network (SDH) 
as defined by the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) 
being in order to provide a network for the method and device 
for transmitting data packets to function as designed and 
motivation for using the multiplexer in the node device being 
that it provides more efficiency for the method and device for 
transmitting data packets since the system can share bandwidth 
via multiplexing data at the transmitting end. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 6-8 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to 
overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, 
set forth in this Office action. 
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6. Claims 9-12 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in 
this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Bhaskar et al . disclose a system and method for transmitting a 
user' s data packets concurrently over different telephone lines 
between two computer networks . 

8 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Shick C. 
Horn whose telephone number is 571-272-3173. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Seema Rao can be 
reached on 571-272-3174. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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